In behalf of the VVellwiſhers to the proſperiy of the Nation, in matters of Tradi, 


. The frivolons Points of alleged Privat Right obtruded by the Town of Edinburgh ſhould 204 
hinder the paſſing of the AG for a Communication of 1rade, to the Inhabitants of Leith. 


S the ſeveral Points of great Advantage to Trade over all the Nation,. alſwell as thoſe parts next adjacent 
to Leith, were ſufficiently held furth in the Reaſons offered with the Overturs,' for ane A& of Commun 
nication of Trade to the Town and Brugh of Barronie of L«a:h. . So does the Ads of Parliament Amo 


1672, and 4imo 1693. Juſtifie the Legality of the ſaid Overture beyond. all Exception that can be four 
ded on the former Old Laws, before the 1672. D 


| epriving Brughs of Barrome:and Regality of all man« 
| ner of Trade that the Royal Burrows hade then, and before wrongouſly Monopolized : For the Words 
of the ſaid AR 1672. - are, That the former Laws anent the Priviledges of Riyal Burrows were highly prejudicinl to the common 
 Intereft and Good of the Kingdom, as extending the Priviledges of Royal Borrows fav beyond their ancient Rights, and applying the 
Priviledges of Burrows ini general, ſuch as Taping, Retailing, &c, To Royal Burrows only. to the Prejudice of Brughs of Regality andl 
| Parronie : For Yemead whereof, the ſaid Act Anno 1672. Declares Burghs of Barronie, &C. to have Right, not only to Tap and 
Retail, But to Export all the Native Product of the Kingdom, and Tinport the ſpectral Commoditiqg --mentiqned in the dts And 
ſo expreſly corretts the Abuſes committed by the Royal Burrows on'preroxt of the ſaid Olt Laws, Likeas - the AQ 
of Parliament ammo 1693. anent the Communication of Trade, of whatſoever kind, to all that are willing to -bear a 
' Proportionable part of the Celſs of the Royal Burrows ſufficiently, Juſtifies the Communication propoſed in behalf of 
the: Town of Leizh, They being in Contemplation thereof, alwayes ready to bear a Proportionable Burden.; 
The Repreſentation does make a great miſtery of Edinburghs private Righrs: As to which, before making particular 
Anſwers thereunto, Ir is to be Conſidered in the generall, That all thele Rights ſignifie nothing. Becaute -10, The 
Caſe is not of Rights or Decreers be)wixt private partes; Or where the publick Intereſt is not concerned. :Bur the Caſe is 
an2nt publick xights, betwixt two publick Societies, where the publick Trade of the Naticn is Intreſted. In which Caſe, 
there are many Precedents of the Parliaments interpoſing without reſpe& to particular Rights, $o the Parliamenc, by 
ſeveral Old Atts did take away Cruves.and Yves, did forbid the taking of Black F:ſb and Smolts, did prohibire buunting 
and haulking, except in the time and manner preſcribed, &'c., Withanr reſpet to any Infeftments, or other Rights or Poſ= 
ſefons, which would have carried the uſe of the things ; prior to the As reſtricting the ſamen, . And thus in.part cular 
Cafe of Trade. The Brughs Royal had by their Charters and P:ſf:fſion, an unqueſtionable Right of Trading excluſrue 
of all#chers:;, and yet by the AC 1672. That Rightis taken from them, and Conferred in great meaſure, on the Brughs 
of Barronie and Regaliry. And without mnitipiying inſtafices, it is known how there 1s preſently preſented an AQ 
for Conjoyning Chyrurgery and Pharmacie, tho they be ſeparated by expreſs Decreets of the Lords of Seſſion, and there are 
ſuch abuſes and oppreſſicns exerc:d againſt the Town of Letth by Edinburgh: that upon that head, thG there- were no other 
Edinburgh deſerves to be mulcted in Yeing deprived ( ſuppoſe it had it ) ofa. part of thar excJuſcve pewer, by which: it does 
tyranize over Le:th,by debarring them from Trading. Hengg 2,: No Argurnents. drawn from Decreets berwixr privas 
Parties are any ways to the purpoſe in the preſent Caſe. And no Condeſcendencies orRights priqx.to theAQs 1672, 1696, 
and 1693 can debar Zeir» trom the Benefits of theſe Acts, Becauſe, in the firſt place, Leith was a Burgh of Barrony 
Prior ro theſe Reſtrictions, avd thereby their Jus queſitum could not be taken away either by any Deed of the Superiour, 
or Surreptitious Charters from the King And,in the next place, ſuch Reſtrictions ate to be ſtrictly Interpreted of any 
ſmall Trade which Lei:h could - Claim by the Laws then Aanding.: but ean never be undsrſtood. of Supervenzent Rights to 
Trade which are granted by the new Laws Poſterior'to theſe Reſtrictions. Eſpecially conſidering that thele Reftri- 
ctions does n0t expreſly exclude any benefite which might accrew by Supervenient Laws. -.: | INS 
And whereas it is pretended for E:nburgh that the Priviledges which the new. Atts.grant to Brughs of Barrony, 
are gtven 10 the Barron ; and he may Communicete the ſame to the Burgh, or nat, ashe thinks fit. Irs Anſwered, 
That nothing can be more abfard; For ro. Irs exprefly contrary to the Words of the As, which give theſe Privis- 
Jedges to the Burghs of Barrony ; and not ( perſonally } to the Barrons. only, 2. It is plainly contrary to common 
ſenſe. For as the Barrons t'emleIves by their Repreſentatives in Parliament were Voters to theſe priviledges in Favours 
of their own Bnrghs ; So the reaſon therepf was the Advantage and Diffuſion of Trade : W hich Cdeliyn couid-nort be 
ſerved aity 0'h:r ways than by Communication thereof to hoſe Societicre But 3. As a demonſtration ofthe emprti. 
neſs. of this notion ; other Subjeets 'vxho ſhall! be content to undergo a par 


| ts xl F nrer | part of the Burrow s Taxt Roll; have the 
Benefit of Trade, ſo thar che Inhubitaurs of Leith, qua Subjetts, can Claim it, | _ 


; . 
-' ——<<4y% 


But .that the Parliament miy fee mire particularly, how the privatz Rights founded on by Edinburgh are taken off; 
They aac earneſtly intreated, for io great a publick Good, to conſider the Special Anſmers foilowing. * 


..1. Quoad King Robert's Charter anno 1333, It Entitles Edinuurgh to no more in Leich-than the very Harbour and 
Shoar allanerly, without ſo much asa foot »f Ground farder; So rhat Eainbu 


gh wronguonlly lays claim to the Town 
of Leith, as pertaining to them by that Charter. | 


2. No Reſpe& to Reſtairig Superior of Leitch, his Conceſſion in favours of Elinburgh, whereby he renounced all 
Power of Lzich's keeping Hoſtlaries or any kind of Retail: For 1, Utcunque Reſtalrig, ſo long as he was Proprietar 
of the whole Houſes and Diſtrift of LTe:th,he for rhe fewing out of the ſame to the Inhabitants as his Vaſſals, might 
have renounced all Priviledge of Trade; Yer after he had ſo fewed out the Ground whereon . the Town of Leith- 
ſtands; And for which, in Contemplation of the Trade competent to theſe Fews and Inhabirants thereof, he got 
_ greater Price then he would have gor. For ſo much of any other Ground, he the ſaid Reſtalrig as Superior, could 
not diſpence with, or renounce the Prediarie Right of Trading competent to his Vaſſals the Inhabitants, withour 
their own conſent, more than he could rurn them out of the very Property of their Fews. . Belide that, 2. Reſtal- 
7ig's ſaid Renounciation of Trade relates expreſly ro the Law that then was, as appropriating the unaverſal Right of 
Trading to Royal Burrows only, -and the Law fo inducing Reftalrig to renounce, F/to he and. his Succefſors had re- 
mained Proprietars of Leith to this hour, being taken; away be the ſaid AQ of Parliament 1672, giviag Burghs of 
 Barronie Priviledges of Trade a? novo ; No antecedent Renounciation of Trade, . with expreſs relation to the ſaids 
old Laws, can never Incapacitate Leit» from bruiking the Benefit of Trade by the ſaid ſuperveening new Law. 

3. No Reſpe& to King James the third's Charter diſcharging Strangers to . Houſe in Leith, or Mercats.to be uſed 
there, becault the ſaid Charter was imperrate,;but per:culo pet. ntis,and nevei ok effeft:For it is well known that Strap» 
gers did, and do Houl* there, and that near an hundred Years after the ſaid pretended Charter. Leith as a Burgh 
of Barrowe, not only uſed Mercats, but had Gifts of. the Batliarie of their Town, granted them by Qneen Mary, 
:,yon Reftalvig the Superioc's Reſignation, for tke Town of Leith's behoof. ? | 

+ No Reſpett to the old Atts of Parliament, declaring the Priviledges of Trade, to be Competent only to Royal 
Ynrow;, ang particularly the Ads in King Tames the fourth's time, diſcharging Packing and Peiling in Leith; For 
-t:: 13:4 + 3Hior AQ of Parliamenr amo -672, declares the faids old Laws to have been highly prejudicial to the 
Conn {rent ang Good of the Kingdom, in reſtrifting the univerſall Priviledge of all kind of Trade tp the Roy- 
a} Burrow: ©: And for Remeid thereof, declared the Points of Trade comperent to Burghs of Bacronie and Re- 


gatzrin, © 410, 5.1, xyhere by the ſaids ofd Laws being in tantum reſcinded, Eq:z; 
41y THINS Treo. SONCAT IG the lard Aft of Paxiiament ame 1672, Nor 


burgh onght not to be heard to plead 
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